A BASIC APPROACH TO ARGUMENT EVALUATION

To be followed after you have established the presence of an argument.
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Is the intention for the argument to be valid?

/\

YES? DEDUCTIVE NO? > INDUCTIVE
Is the argument valid? What kind of inductive argument is it?
YES NO Analogical
Enumerative Induction
l Statistical Inductive Generalization
Inference to the Best Explanation
Is it sound? It is therefore a “bad” argument. l
YES NO Is it strong?
The conclusion At least one of the premises is false; NO YES
is necessarily true. therefore, from the point of view of
A GOOD ARGUMENT. deductive reasoning, the argument is
“bad” or “unsuccessful in its aim.”
*If the premises of a strong The probability The probability
inductive argument are all as a matter that the conclusion that the conclusion
of fact true, then we say that such an argument is true is relatively is true is relatively
is cogent. A cogent argument is A GOOD ARGUMENT. unsupported by highly supported by
the premises. the premises.

A “bad” argument. *Now see bottom left of sheet.



